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In the non-final Office Action mailed drilfodvei m 
58, 60-64, 67-72 and 74 are pending. Claims lij U, 5 
indicated allowable. Claims 1-6, 9-12, 16, 46-M $3-6 M 

13, 14, 16, 46, 50, 51, 52, 58, 67, 71, 72 and 7| ; |ave b :la 

■ii: \k 

present application as amended is respectfully 'reffliieste :| 
The drawings were objected to for failihJ.to shUv 
recited in claims 16, 58 and 74. Claims 16, 58ijS !• and 



i 

second paragraph for failing to comply with thief! tttLttei 
recitation of the "additional clamping assembly; ) ! C^lai ii| 
the mounting assembly instead of the clamp a^e iibly, 



5 



rejections under 35 USC §1 12, second paragrapHjjare 
respectfully requested. ■ 

Claims 1-6, 9-12, 46-50, 53-57 and 67\tM 



unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Put 



U.S: Patent No. 5,067,954 to Illizarov. Claim i|a| be 
features, "wherein said guide member is coupl i l l l&saiffi 
hinge is offset proximally from said proximal eip .jsjbf s ;§ i 

!jk) I! i i ' - J 

coupling member is rotatable 360 degrees aroitac jjsbid shunting 



member is mounted between said pair of anchor, 
be found at least in Figures 2-7 and page 9, lin i j] f io p m 

Neither reference discloses or teaches a guide M mper :|>i 

1m! i i. • I 
ft] I 



hinge that is offset proximally from proximal eok 

!;iL , 

references teach or suggest a coupling member 4 at Ss 



member where the coupling member is also coiMjeift tojftH 

: ilii 

distinguishes the cited references and withdrav | 
requested. 
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above to reflect this intent. Accordingly, it is $eleyed|fi 



ienSftcms 
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If the "ad 
were als 
<Jescriptioi 

16,58 
Qlaims 16 
at the 



n oot 



rejected ui der 35 USC §103(a) as being 



er 15, 20 >7, claims 1-6, 9-14, 16, 46- 
52 and 7' have been objected to but 
67-71 anfl 74 stand rejected. Claims 1, 
amendeli. Reconsideration of the 



tional clamping assembly" 
rejected under 35 USC §112, 
requirement over this same 

64 were intended to refer to 
58 and 64 have been amended 
ion to the drawings and 
Withdrawal of the same is 



aLd 1 



obj jcti 



on So. 2005/0 



34449 to Aferzon in view of 
amended and recites, among other 
Coupling i lember at a hinge, and said 
pair of i nchor extensions so that 
ir smber when said mounting 
" Sup; >ort for the amendment may 
;e 1 1, line 4 of the specification, 
fjupled to ; coupling member with a 
extensioifs. Nor do either of the 

degrees around a mounting 
e guide nlember. Accordingly, claim 1 
rejection c 'claim 1 is respectfully 
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i njpng ather featu es, "said guide member 
sfet p iximally o said proximal ends of said 
ibta 15 360 degn es around said mounting 
lp : etv lien said pa r of anchor extensions." 
in Figures 2-7 and page 9, line 15 to 
a guide m< mber coupled to a coupling 
; vkt pi kimal endl of the extensions. Nor do 



aim 46 and are allowable at 
| amended t|> improve form. Claims 68-71 
$!all{f vable at le Lst for the reasons claim 67 is 
Sdjfoi xi. Withdn wal of the rejection of these 



Timely action towards a Notice of Allowance 1st* 



Claims 2-6 and 9-12 depend directly ar| 
for the reasons.clairn 1 is allowable. Withdraw!! of th i 
requested. 

Amended claims 46 and 67 each recite| 
coupled to said coupling member at a location 
anchor extensions to permit said guide membejjijj 
member when said mounting member is mou: 
Support for the amendment may be found, for 
page 1 1 , lines 4. Neither reference discloses o] 
member at a location that is offset proximally 
either of the references teach or suggest a guid£| 
mounting member where the guide member is 
mounted to the mounting member. Since neitl ij| 
withdrawal of the rejection of claims 46 and 6V 

Claims 47-50 and 53-56 depend directjy 
least for the reasons claim 46 is allowable, 
depend directly or indirectly from claim 67 an j 
allowable. Claim 71 has been amended to imr$ 
claims is respectfully requested. 

Claims 13, 51 and 72 have been rewiri: 
indicated in the Office Action. Claims 14 afid 
and are also allowable. Claims 14 and 52 hav< 
"projection" to correct errors typographical anifr 

Claims 16, 58, 60-64 and 74 are also aL 

; I 

the 1 12, second paragraph rejections and nootln| 
indication of the allowability of these claims if 

In view of the foregoing amendments a njc 
present application is in condition for allowing! 
67-72 and 74. Reconsideration of the presetit 



i \dixec fly from cla m 1 and are allowable at least 



<binb :r that is ro 



wlr9!p Ql i to a cc J P^ n § member that is 

! cited refer >nces discloses these features, 
r^sp Itfully reqi ested. 



indffiect from c 

Sli; 



in in 
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[rejection ( 
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f these claims is respectfully 



.table 360 degrees around a 



^pendent f >rm and are allowable as 
i from cla ms 13 and 51, respectively, 
i 5^ ji ended to c lange "projecting" to 
4r|;le|r ;al innatm s 
5 T ince each 



las been amended to address 
on of thes s claims has been made. An 
illy reques ed. 

>ectfully submitted that the 
ding clai is 1-6, 9-14, 16, 46-58, 60-64, 
atillh as amen< ed is respectfully requested, 
solicited. Tie Examiner is encouraged 
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to contact the undersigned by telephone to rfesH 
present application. i 



DACKD 1M- 1255783 I 



utstandinj matters concerning the 



pectfiilly j ubmitted, 



las. 
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. CMlier, Reg. No. 43,556 
g DeVauf LLP 
ilndiana £ }uare, Suite 2800 
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